
  
 

 
 

Fiscal Year 2027 Request for Applications 
Questions and Answers 

 

General Inquiries 
 
 

Competition-Specific Inquiries 
For competition-specific inquires, select the competition below. 

 

FY27 Out of School Time (OST) 
FY27 OST Small Nonprofit 

FY27 OST Community-Specific Coordinating Entity 
FY27 My Out of School Time DC (MOST-DC) 

FY27 OST College & Career Prep 
FY27 Students in the Care of DC Thrives Coordinating Entity (SCDC Thrives) 

FY27 OST Youth Scholarships Coordinating Entity 
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General Grant Inquiries 
 

Accessing Grant Application in Learn24 RFA Portal 

I am trying to access the fiscal year 2027 year-round OST application. I am unable to locate it under the 

dropdown under the ‘Organization Grants’ section. 

Response: 

Please take the following steps to access the preferred grant application: 

• Login to https://learn24rfa.cityspan.com  

o If a new user – create a Username / Password on the homepage by selecting “Don’t have an 

account? Create One”:  

 
o If a returning user / current or previous grantee that submitted a grant application in the 

RFA Portal, please utilize your established login credentials for 

https://learn24rfa.cityspan.com 

▪ It is recommended that you use an alternative web browser from the one that you 

access the Grants Management System: https://learn24.cityspan.com  

▪ If personnel has changed since the submission of a previous grant application – and 

you need new login credentials for a different individual, please follow instructions 

below for “Returning Grantee Login Establishment” 

• Once logged in, you will be prompted to complete the Organization Profile and Organization 

Uploads pages. It is recommended that you save your progress as you make entries utilizing the 

floppy disk icon.  

o Within the Organization Profile, please save once you submit signatures for the 

Certifications and Assurances, prior to submitting the page  

https://learn24rfa.cityspan.com/
https://learn24rfa.cityspan.com/web/gms/binn/dcdme3/register2022/registration.asp
https://learn24rfa.cityspan.com/
https://learn24.cityspan.com/
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• After completing the Organization Profile, you will be prompted to complete the Organization 

Uploads page: 

o  
 

• At this point, you will be directed to the following page, where you will select the “ADD NEW 

APPLICATION” button, where you will proceed with the Grant Application.  

o A maximum of two grant applications can be submitted, pending the eligibility 

requirements specified within the sought-after RFA. 

o Cityspan recommends that if an organization intends to apply for more than one grant 

application, each application should be engaged in a separate web browser. 
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Returning Grantee Login Establishment 

I am a returning grantee and the staff member who submitted our FY24 application has since left our 

organization. How do I establish a new username / password? 

Response: 

Please send a request to learn24rfa@dc.gov / learn24data@dc.gov to de-obligate the tax ID number for 

your organization to the previous username, to allow a new username profile to be established for your 

account. Cityspan will initiate the process, and the OST Office will confirm once you can establish new 

login credentials on the learn24rfa.cityspan.com homepage, by selecting: “Don’t have an account? 

Create one ” 

 

 

 

Organization Profile 

I am experiencing challenges indicating my position in the Organization Profile, along with the 

signatures for the Certifications and Assurances. What do I do? 

Response: 

Please be sure to utilize the floppy disk icon and “save” the profile, periodically as you, the 

grant applicant, complete entries within the Organization Profile, prior to submission of that 

page.  

ELIGIBILITY 

The RFA requires a current FY board approved budget. Is this FY26 or FY27? 

The board approved budget should be current, so FY26.  

mailto:learn24rfa@dc.gov
mailto:learn24data@dc.gov
https://learn24rfa.cityspan.com/web/gms/binn/dcdme3/register2022/registration.asp
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I would like to confirm which financial year should be used to determine eligibility. If an 

applicant organization conducted the majority of its operations under an LLC in prior years; 

however, in 2024, the organization as a nonprofit met the stated financial threshold (over 

250K) required to apply for this grant. 

Can you please advise whether the organization’s 2024 nonprofit financials would be 

sufficient for eligibility consideration, or if 2025 financials are required? 

• Organization Annual Budget approved by the Board of Directors (most recent fiscal year 

of operations (Fiscal Year 2026) 

• Organization’s Financial Statements representing the most recent fiscal year of 

operations (including Profit / Loss Statements) 

What year must the audit cover to qualify? 

An audit necessary for eligibility must be completed within the last two (2) fiscal years 

and should include records dated within the three (3) years prior to the audit 

completion date. 

Can a letter of engagement be provided from a CPA, if the audit is not completed by the 

application deadline? 

Yes, as indicated within the RFA’s Organizational Budget and Financial Requirements 

section, “If an audit is unavailable, the organization must show evidence that an 

independent CPA is under contract by submitting a letter of engagement from the CPA 

indicating intent to complete the audit by April 1, 2027. The audit or letter of 

engagement must be included within the grant application. If an audit or signed letter of 

engagement is not received as a part of the grant application, the Grantee will not be 

considered eligible for the grant competition. If a letter of engagement is submitted as 

part of the application and the grant is awarded, the completed audit must be 

submitted no later than April 1, 2027. Extensions will not be granted. If the audit is not 

received by the OST Office by April 1, 2027, the remaining funds awarded to the Grantee 

will not be disbursed, the agreement may be subject to 11 immediate termination at the 

discretion of the OST Office, and the organization will not be eligible for continuation. 

  

If our business license expires Jan 2027, do we have to try to renew it prior to the application 

or can it be renewed closer to expiration date? 
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Basic Business Licenses are accepted if they are current at time of submission. If they 

are to expire prior to end of the grant period, you can renew and submit updated 

license at that point.  

Does the signatory for the organization profile need to be the same person signing and 

completing the final application submission? 

Yes, it should be the same person. Another staff/individual can complete the application 

but the signatory should sign the application. 

 

FUNDING 

Will organizations funded over $100K be required to serve more than 20 youth?  

No. The minimum number of youth that must be served is twenty (20) regardless of funding 

request, however, applicants must clearly justify the cost per youth in the Budget Narrative. 

Can grant funds be used on food/snacks for youth/participants? 

Yes, grant funds can be used to purchase food for participating youth to consume during 

the program hours. 

Is there a specific indirect cost allowed? 

Yes, a 20% indirect rate is allowed unless your organization has a NICRA that is greater 

than 20%. 

Are these proposed figures for funding guidelines applicable per school / site, or grant 

period? 

These guidelines are suggestions to project grant award requests in correlation with the 

proposed number of youth to be served throughout the entirety of the Fiscal Year grant 

period, not by site / school. 

Funding Tier Guidelines – Year-Round Funding Tier Guidelines – School Year  

20 to 29 youth   20 to 29 youth $50,000  $150,000  

30 to 39 youth  30 to 39 youth $75,000  $175,000  

40 to 49 youth  40 to 49 youth $100,000  $200,000  
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50 to 59 youth  50 to 59 youth $125,000  $225,000  

60 to 69 youth    60 to 69 youth $150,000  $250,000  

70 to 79 youth  70 to 79 youth $175,000  $275,000  

80 to 89 youth  80 to 89 youth $200,000  $300,000  

90 to 99 youth  90 to 99 youth $225,000  $325,000  

100+ youth  100+ youth $350,000  $350,000  

 

BUDGET 

Can we submit a budget that includes a role that is currently vacant, but expected to be filled 

before FY27 programming starts? In our case, we are currently hiring for a Programs role but 

may not have finalized our hiring decision before we submit our OST application. 

Yes – a position that is vacant yet intends to be filled to support program implementation, can 

be included as a proposed grant-related expense allocation within your proposed budget in the 

RFA.  

GRANT APPLICATION/SUBMISSIONS  

If we are applying for two grants, can we do that at the same time or need to complete one 

to access the other? 

Yes, you can apply for more than one grant opportunity at the same time.  

 

Since we deliver identical services at all of our sites, but would like to apply for MOST and 

OST grants, is it alright if the narratives are identical, or do we need to distinguish our 

narrative in some way? 

Yes, that is allowable. You only need to adapt if there are distinct questions per 

competition, but the description of program services may be the same. 

Can you apply for 2 OST grants (regular) and you make one of those OST grants college and 

career focused with your write up (and not just use the college and career app)? 
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No, you cannot apply for two OST grants. You can apply for only one OST and one 

College and Career Prep grant. However, your OST grant can provide college and career 

prep services.   

What if for MOST, you can only count one school for that, but you serve another school 

during the same time and it's the same program, are you able to count that other school 

specifically for OST? 

Your organization would apply for MOST-DC to serve a MOST-DC Priority School. You 

could also apply for OST grant for non-MOST Priority School.  

Can you unlock various sections of the grant application form while completing the 

application? 

Once the Program Description form is submitted, you will be unable to unlock that form. 

Applicants can unlock each subsequent form in the grant application, prior to the 

submission of the “Sign Off” page. This includes the Support and Sustainability, Program 

Sites and Budget forms. We highly encourage applicants to save their progress with the 

floppy disk icon at the top of each form, prior to submission. Once you complete the 

“Sign Off” form and submit that page, your grant application will be locked, and you will 

be unable to edit any aspects of the application. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT FORMS 

Where can I locate the Statement of Intent form for partner school signatures? 

 The Statement of Intent Forms are available within the Appendix for each FY27 OST Office RFA. 

What signatures are required for the Statement of Intent Forms? Where do I submit the form? 

Applicants should obtain the signature of the Principal for each partner school (DCPS or DC 

Public Charter) that is proposed to be a partner site within the grant application. 

The form should be included as an uploaded attachment within the Program Sites page of the 

grant application.  

  

 

SCORING RUBRIC 

Where is the scoring rubric? 
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It is in the final appendix of each RFA. 

 

YOUTH TO BE SERVED 

For the minimum 20 youth to be served, does it have to be 20 from the same school or can it 

be from different DCPS schools? 

The 20 youth can come from different schools. Youth served must live in the District or 

be eligible to attend a DC public/charter school.  

If we apply for year-round, can the number of youth served be different during school year 

and summer? Within the same application? 

Yes, organizations may serve a different number of youth during the school year and 

summer. The minimum number is 20 for each program period.  
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FY27 Out of School Time (OST) 
 

DOSAGE 

Is there any possibility of combining two of the dosage models? For example, implementing 

the secondary model for half of the year and the 1-on-1 model for the rest of the year? 

Unfortunately, that is not possible.  You may consider the Continuous 1:1 model and 

add additional hours during portions of the year for group activities, as long as you are 

meeting the minimum for 1:1, you can over serve without consequences. 

For the Series dosage model, is the "at least six hours per week" requirement calculated as an 

average across the full block period, or must programming occur in every calendar week 

within the block? 

The series dosage model requires six hours of programming per week, throughout each 

Program that must run a minimum of six weeks within the School Year program period. 

24 weeks of programming must be completed in total across all program blocks.  

Do Continous or Series dosage model hours have to happen per site we work with, or can 

that total cover the multiple sites that we work with across the school year?  

The required total number of hours / days per week (pending on Dosage model) and weeks of 

service apply to each program site for each proposed service period: School Year (and if 

applicable – Summer).  

o A program site cannot be established within the Program Sites form in the RFA 

Portal, without satisfying the minimum requirements. 

o Please be sure to review each dosage model in depth – as Continuous and Series 

models vary.  

What would a "program block" in the Series option qualify as?  

For Series program blocks, they are defined as the number of weeks that programming is 

offered, within a multi-week block of program sessions. The minimum duration of 

programming weeks is defined within the RFA:  

o Six (6) weeks per program block, yet program blocks can exceed minimum 

numbers of weeks.  
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o A minimum of 24 weeks of programming must take place within the Series 

dosage model, with 24 weeks occurring within no less than two primary program 

blocks (6 week minimum / per program block). 

If programming occurs on specific school closure days within a defined multi-week block — 

but not every week — does that qualify as a Series block, provided the block spans the 

required minimum of six continuous weeks? 

Programming can occur at any point during the School Year, when instructional school 

day classes are not in session. If the series block includes school closure dates, that will 

suffice for inclusion of days / hours of service. Please note that the expectation is that 

organizations awarded will provide programming during the school year for the 

minimum number of weeks required for the applicable dosage model.  

If the Series model is not the appropriate fit, which of the four permitted school year dosage 

models would the OST Office recommend for a program structured around school closure 

days clustered into seasonal blocks? 

Unfortunately, we cannot outright recommend dosage models, to provide individualized 

guidance for applications. However, the OST Office strongly encourage applicants to 

consider organizational capacity to determine the appropriate dosage model for the 

proposed program implementation.  

 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

If the school you serve at is not considered a priority school does that make you ineligible to 

apply for MOST-DC or OST? 

Priority Schools are only relevant to MOST-DC competition. You can only serve MOST-

DC Priority Schools under the MOST-DC RFA. However, you can serve any DCPS, Public 

Charter, Private, or Independent School under the general FY27 OST RFA. 

 

FUNDING 

Will organizations funded over $100K be required to serve more than 20 youth?  
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No. The minimum number of youth that must be served is twenty (20) regardless of funding 

request, however, applicants must clearly justify the cost per youth in the Budget Narrative. 

In the RFA, the funding tier chart for school year program shows $350K max for programs 

serving more than 100 youth, not $260K. What is the max for School Year programs?   

The Funding Tier Guidelines demonstrate a sample scale per youth served up to 

$350,000, however, the RFA dictates that the max amount for School Year programs is 

$260,000 and $350,000 is the max for Year-Round programs. Please see the updates 

funding tier guidelines here: 

 

Funding Tier Guidelines – SCHOOL YEAR 

20 to 29 youth $50,000 

30 to 39 youth $75,000 

40 to 49 youth $100,000 

50 to 59 youth $125,000 

60 to 69 youth $160,000 

 

PRIORITY POINTS 

Are program sites in priority neighborhoods are given additional points, or are organizations 

serving youth who live in those neighborhoods given points? 

Priority points for Priority Neighborhood Clusters are provided if the site is physically 

located in that neighborhood cluster. However, priority points for Priority Wards (Wards 

4, 5, 7, and 8) are provided when significant percentages of youth reside in those 

priority wards. 

Where can you find the priority neighborhood list? 

The list is included as an Appendix in the FY27 OST RFA Guidelines. 

 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Where is the Statement of Intent Form? 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ef3175d5-497a-499c-be03-cc3ae91b062f
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It is included as an Appendix in the FY27 OST RFA Guidelines. 

Is a standard statement of intent document required? 

Yes, if your organization is proposing to operate at a DCPS or Public Charter School(s), 

the Statement of Intent is required for the school(s). 

Do we need signed Statements of Intent if we are serving youth from a DCPS/charter school 

even if programming is not onsite at the school, or only if the schools are formal program 

sites? 

The Statement of Intent is only necessary if the program is proposed to take place onsite 

at the DCPS or Public Charter school(s). 

If we are at multiple sites, will there be a place for us to fill out each site? I assume we will 

have to have a separate form filled out for each school 

A Statement of Intent will be needed for each program site that is a DCP or Public 

Charter school.  

 

YOUTH TO BE SERVED 

For the minimum 20 youth to be served, does it have to be 20 from the same school or can it 

be from different schools? 

The 20 youth can come from different schools. Youth served must live in the District or 

be eligible to attend a DC public/charter school.  

If we apply for year-round, can the number of youth served be different during school year 

and summer? Within the same application? 

Yes, organizations may serve a different number of youth during the school year and 

summer. The minimum number is 20 for each program period. 

Given that high school students often only participate for a single semester due to changing 

commitments (sports, work, other programs), can high school programs conduct additional 

enrollment cycles in subsequent semester to allow other interested high school students the 

opportunity to participate in your program?  

Yes, programs should be available for the same youth year-round. However, as we 

know, youth will come and go, and programs can recruit new youth year-round.   

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ef3175d5-497a-499c-be03-cc3ae91b062f
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FY27 OST Small Nonprofit 
 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Where is the Statement of Intent Form? 

It is included as an Appendix in the FY27 OST Small Nonprofit RFA Guidelines. 

Is a standard statement of intent document required? 

Yes, if your organization is proposing to operate at a DCPS or Public Charter School(s), 

the Statement of Intent is required for the school(s). 

Do we need signed Statements of Intent if we are serving youth from a DCPS/charter school 

even if programming is not onsite at the school, or only if the schools are formal program 

sites? 

The Statement of Intent is only necessary if the program is proposed to take place onsite 

at the DCPS or Public Charter school(s). 

 

YOUTH TO BE SERVED 

For the minimum 20 youth to be served, does it have to be 20 from the same school or can it 

be from different DCPS schools? 

The 20 youth can come from different schools. Youth served must live in the District or 

be eligible to attend a DC public/charter school.  

If we apply for year-round, can the number of youth served be different during school year 

and summer? Within the same application? 

Yes, organizations may serve a different number of youth during the school year and 

summer. The minimum number is 15 for each program period for small nonprofits.  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:b33cb185-6ef4-4413-9ac7-c1419ce4d41a
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FY27 OST Community-Specific Coordinating Entity 
 

BUDGET 

Can you clarify the 40% that must be allocated to other nonprofits? 

As a Coordinating Entity, 40% of grant funds must be used to contract with a minimum 

of three (3) other nonprofit organizations to offer a variety of program services to 

youth.  

 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Where is the Statement of Intent Form? 

It is included as an Appendix in the FY27 OST College and Career Prep RFA Guidelines. 

Is a standard statement of intent document required? 

Yes, if your organization is proposing to operate at a DCPS or Public Charter School(s), 

the Statement of Intent is required for the school(s). 

Do we need signed Statements of Intent if we are serving youth from a DCPS/charter school 

even if programming is not onsite at the school, or only if the schools are formal program 

sites? 

The Statement of Intent is only necessary if the program is proposed to take place onsite 

at the DCPS or Public Charter school(s). 

Is it possible to provide services onsite in a DCHA public housing community, DHS temporary 

housing community or at a CFSA Family Success Center as well as another site location within 

the Priority Neighborhood Clusters List?  

Programming for the OST Community-Specific Coordinating Entity grant must be 

provided on site at a DCHA, DHS or CFSA site. Field trips and special outings can take 

place off site, yet the expectation is that 90% of the proposed program dosage occur 

onsite at the DCHA, DHS or CFSA property. 

  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:ed511a0c-675c-43ff-93d4-489e132c4cc1
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FY27 My Out of School Time DC (MOST-DC) 

PRIORITY SCHOOLS 
 

Where can I find a list of Priority Schools for MOST-DC? 

The MOST-DC Priority Schools are listed in the MOST-DC RFA Guidelines, Appendix 8. 

FUNDING 

Does the year-round award amount (up to $350,000) cover both school year and summer 

programming within a single grant? 

The Year-Round Grant award requested amount is to be applied to the entire, Fiscal 

Year, Year-Round grant period for the grant requested within your application. This 

includes both School Year and Summer program service periods. 

PRIORITY SCHOOL STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Where is the MOST-DC Priority School Statement of Intent Form? 

It is included as Appendix 7 in the MOST-DC RFA Guidelines. 

Is a standard statement of intent document required? 

Yes, the Statement of Intent is required to apply to serve at a MOST-DC Priority 

School(s). 

 

YOUTH TO BE SERVED 

The MOST list # seats to be funded. If we want to serve more children than the number 

provides, can we apply to serve that same school through the OST grant? 

The Funding Tier Guidelines is just a recommended guide. You can certainly apply to 

serve more than listed.  

PROGRAM SITES 

Can a single OST application cover multiple campus sites (under a united organizational EIN), 

or is a separate application required per campus? 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:40848377-75ae-404a-b00d-3f653bf287be
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:40848377-75ae-404a-b00d-3f653bf287be
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A single OST grant application can cover multiple campuses / program sites, which has been 

consistent for the duration of OST Office grant competitions, since inception. You are welcome 

to propose services at as many program sites that your organization has the capacity to serve, 

with consideration of the required dosage models, per program site. 

 

Are there any charter network-specific considerations we should be aware of? 

There are no outright charter network-specific considerations, aside from the eligibility 

determination for Public Charter school ability to apply for the grant competition. Each grant 

competition will be reviewed by three independent reviewers, with priority points to be applied 

within the award determination process.  



18 
 

FY27 OST College & Career Prep 
 

DOSAGE 

For college/career prep program, would a year-round program for this be able to structure in 

a cohort format with one cohort in Spring/Fall and an expanded cohort in Summer? 

Organizations may only serve different cohorts across the two (2) allowable program 

periods (School Year and Summer). An organization may serve one cohort across the 

School Year (Fall and Spring) and a distinct cohort during the Summer program 

period.  You cannot serve different cohorts in Fall versus Spring. 

 

FUNDING 

For college/career prep cohort, would funds be allowed to be used for participation 

incentives for participants? 

Yes, grant funds can be used to offer incentives equivalent to up to $25/month per 

youth. 

With a budget of $700,000 for year-round college and career prep, with applicants having the 

option to request up to $350,000 if they are serving 100+ students, how many awards are 

projected in that category? 

The OST Office anticipates funding a minimum of two (2) organizations under this RFA 

 

YOUTH TO BE SERVED 

For the minimum 20 youth to be served, does it have to be 20 from the same school or can it 

be from different schools? 

The 20 youth can come from different schools. Youth served must live in the District or 

be eligible to attend a DC public/charter school.  

Can you apply to serve just middle school youth 6th-8th? Or just 9th-12th? Or must you apply 

to serve the entire band of 6th-12th? 
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Yes, you can apply to serve only middle or high, any one grade level between 6-12 or 

any combination of any number of grades between grades 6-12. 

Would MS/HS students who participate in our OST year-round program also be eligible to 

participate in a potential college/career prep program if the programming they are engaging 

in is outside of when they are participating in OST programming? 

Yes, the same youth can be served across different grant-funded programs, if the 

programming takes place at different times and/or offers different services. The two 

grant programs must supplement and not supplant one another. 
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FY27 Students in the Care of DC Thrives Coordinating Entity 
(SCDC Thrives) 

 

Subcontractor Requirement 

Question: 

The RFA states that the primary organization must “subcontract with at least three (3) 

subcontractors per site to provide services directly to the youth.” Does this mean the 

organization must use three subcontractors over the three-year grant term (assuming renewal), 

three subcontractors per fiscal year, or three unique subcontractors at each site at the same 

time? 

 

Response: 

Three (3) subcontractors must provide services at each program site, within the proposed fiscal 

year grant period (FY27). If awarded, the requirement stands for each subsequent grant period, 

per program site.  

Continuum of Programming Requirement 

Question: 

The RFA states that “The SCDC Thrives program must also operate during school breaks and 

provide programming on weekends. In addition, the program must provide each youth with 

access to a similar community-based program after release from the designated DC facility in 

order to provide the youth participant with a continuum of programming.” What is the 

expectation regarding “access”? Is providing youth with information about similar community-

based programs sufficient, or must the organization host similar community-based programs 

after release? 

 

Response: 

If awarded, the applicant should support youth served by the program upon release, to identify 

supportive OST programs for those youth, and support their enrollment in those programs. This 

requirement is concurrent with the current FY26 Students in the Care of DC Coordinating Entity 

grant. 

 

Question: 

Must all programming sites provide programming on the weekends, or is it possible for some 

programming sites to provide weekend programming while others do not?  

 

Response: 

The option for weekend programming should be available at all applicable, proposed program 

sites. 
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FY27 OST Youth Scholarships Coordinating Entity 
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